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The party starts here…………

Be a voyeur between Pike & Union on  

The largest outdoor Terrace, 

in celebration of

Gay Pride 
The parade starts at 11:00 am.

Sunday, June 27, 2010

Come for the fellowship, views, specialty Rainbow cocktails,
beer, wine & an outdoor B-B-Q. 

1415 Fifth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101
Call to make reservations 206-971-8010
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GETTING THERE
This is how uncomplicated it is to get to 

the French Riviera: two planes. From Se-
attle, fly nonstop to Paris on Air France 
(www.airfrance.us) – a favorite of local 
Francophiles – and upon arrival at Charles 
de Gaulle Airport nine and a half hours 
later, connect with the same airline to Nice. 
Voila! The hour and 15-minute flight from 
Paris to Nice is eye-popping, with views of 
the French Alps, and you even get served 
complimentary beer during this short hop. 
Beginning July 26, Air France flights from 
Seattle will have the new “Premium Voya-
geur” cabin for those who can’t afford busi-
ness class, but want a slight upgrade from 
economy. An alternate option, in the event 
you choose to stay in Paris or don’t want 
back-to-back flights, is to land in Charles 
de Gaulles and take the train to Nice, Juan-
les-Pins or Cannes via Rail Europe (www.
raileurope.com) – the journey, also scenic, 
should take anywhere from four to six hours, 
depending on the route. Other airlines flying 
to Europe from Seattle are Lufthansa, Brit-
ish Airways, Icelandair, Delta, United and 
American. 

GARDEN BEACH HOTEL 
AND PICASSO MUSEUM 
IN ANTIBES/JUAN-LES-PINS
From the Nice airport, go directly to Juan-

les-Pins, a 15-minute drive, and check into 
the Garden Beach Hotel (www.juanlespin-
shotel.fr). This 175-room seaside property 
is steps to one of the French Rivera’s most 
attractive sandy beaches and convenient to 
all points of interest in the region. Reason-
ably sized rooms decorated with hints of art 
deco include wonderful amenities, such as 
French-made soaps and lotions, and guests 
staying in water-side rooms will arise each 
morning to unobstructed views of the sea 

and Cannes. The Garden Beach Hotel’s 
premier restaurant is Le Grill, and the menu 
represents what this area is best known for: 
seafood – the roasted bass filet was melt-in-
your mouth. 

Venture out to the adjoining town of Anti-
bes, known for its citadel crowning which, 
when climbed to its highest point, offers 
picture-worthy views of the Alps and light 
blue sea. Culturists will love the Picasso 
Museum inside the fortressed part of An-
tibes, where rare works by the artist and a 
sculpture garden are displayed – this was 
also a temporary residence of Picasso, who 
stayed in this exact chateau in the year 1946. 
For more information on the Picasso Mu-
seum, visit www.antibes-juanlespins.com 
and click on the “Culture” tab. For a great 
lunch, a 10-minute walk from the museum 
brings you to the Cour des Thes (14 Avenue 
du 24 Aout), an adorable cafe with a femi-
nine-bent ambiance – it felt like something 
out of a Sex and the City episode, a women-
who-lunch atmosphere with the most delec-
table warm goat cheese salad and a lemon 
tart made with fruit picked directly from the 
owner’s garden. An afternoon promenade 
along the seaside walkway provides visitors 
with an outdoor gallery, positioned at vari-
ous lookout points with organized walking 
tours every Friday morning (at 10 a.m.) – go 
to www.antibesjuanlespins.com for more 
details.

The Safranier art studio gives visitors in-
troductory courses on monotype printing, 
an opportunity to get your hands dirty in a 
good way, creating an original poster or oth-
er crafted item that you can bring home with 
you from France. At night, be seen at Le 
Bastion (www.restaurant-bastion.com), a 
sophisticated and lively jazz club-restaurant 
with tapas ranging from chicken skewers 
to cone-shaped quesadillas to charcuterie 
plates, and may I say that the cocktails, like 
the “Mojito Girly,” were almost as tasty as 
the hot bartender.  

riviera 
continued from cover

A Unique Hiking Spa For All Ages And Abilities 
Memorial Day to Columbus Day

ATA offers affordable hiking and  
kayaking vacations

Starting at the low rate $183.00 per night
Includes accommodations, 3 meals, excursions, 

guided hikes and kayaking

• Day hikes in the 
 Green Mountains,
 Appalachian Trail 
 & Long Trail
• Kayaking & Caving
• Massage
• Water Aerobics

“We look forward to showing you a true Vermont adventure.”

To learn more visit www.appalachiantrailadventures.com
Appalachian Trail Adventures

P.O. Box 155, Killington, VT 05751
1-888-855-8655 or john@appalachiantrailadventures.com

• Yoga Class
• Tennis Lessons
• Cooking Demos
• Nutrition Consultations
 w/ Register Dietitians
• Vegan and Special
 Dietary Meals Available

ENJOY
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PICASSO’S WAR AND PEACE 
AND JEAN MARAIS GALLERY 
IN VALLAURIS
The city of Vallauris is recognized for its 

many pottery studios and shops, and for 
Picasso’s War and Peace inside a castle 
chapel – it’s a rather complicated work, but 
definitely worth the time. Of Gay interest, 
the famous out actor Jean Marais is remem-
bered with a museum of his own – a petite 
gallery in the city center contains photos 
and memorabilia of his work, including 
the films Orphee and Beauty and the Beast. 
Marais was laid to rest in Vallauris. A good 
dining option is Le clos Cosette (1 avenue 
du tapis vert), a fabulously decorated bistro 
serving French specialties, like a roasted 
leg of lamb that literally fell off the bone, 
smothered in a rich gravy. With Gay flags 
proudly staked outside its front doors, Le 
clos Cosette is certainly welcome to all. An-
other recommendation is La bergerie (825 
chemin Saint Bernard).

HOTEL HERMITAGE AND 
A $25 CHEESEBURGER 
IN MONTE CARLO
Although Monte Carlo is under the prin-

cipality of Monaco, its own country and itty 
bitty dot on the map, the city is part of the 
French Riviera and attracts millions of tour-
ists each year, some who attend the interna-
tional sporting event Formula 1 Grand Prix. 
Surrounded by steep hills, belonging to 
France and a favorite leap-off point of hang-
gliders, Monte Carlo has gorgeous scenery 
to look up and out to. Getting here from 
Nice is a cinch – just arrive by train or bus 
– and it doesn’t require any additional cus-
toms checkpoints, but be prepared to spend 
some cash because Monaco, about the size 
of Seattle’s Capitol Hill district, is very ex-
pensive due to taxes in the high teens.

Stay at the Hotel Hermitage (www.ho-
telhermitagemontecarlo.com), a luxury 
property with top-of-the-line amenities, 
like Bvlgari bath products and desk-sized 
flatscreen TVs. Rooms are spacious, beauti-
fully designed in gray-blueish tones and the 
front desk staff is noticeably attentive. The 
historic Monte Carlo Resort and Casino, 
used for scenes in the film Ocean’s Twelve, 
is a must – even for just a peek – especially 
the Opera House, situated on the complex. If 
your lunch budget allows for a $25 cheese-
burger, then L’Orange Vert inside the Monte 
Carlo Hotel & Resort is recommended, and 
it serves Ben & Jerry ice cream. The high-
ceilinged, veranda-style restaurant is casual 
and popular with locals and tourists alike. 

There is no Gay nightlife in Monte Carlo, 
but there is plenty of sexy eye candy, and 
of particular interest to them and possibly 
you is the nightclub Moods, doubling as a 
live music venue throughout the year. Dress 

code anywhere in Monte Carlo is casual for-
mal, and in some places a sportscoat is man-
datory. Before leaving, indulge with a treat-
ment at Les Thermes Marins at the Monte 
Carlo Spa (en.montecarlospa.com) – the 
pedicures are bliss. 

STROLLING THROUGH 
VENCE AND LE MAS DE PIERRE 
IN ST. PAUL DE VENCE
If your image of rural France is cobble-

stone streets, boutiques, bistros, tiny ca-
thedrals, and people opening their window 
shutters at mid-morning, you won’t be dis-
appointed visiting the rustic town of Vence. 
We arrived just before lunchtime, and the 
smell of baked bread and the sight of col-
orful, picked flowers lined the uncrowded 
streets – it was calm, charming, and anti-
quated. For lunch or dinner, try La Litote 
(www.lalitote.com), where a meal of foie 
gras brulee and stewed lamb, finished with 
a raspberry crumble cake, instantly became 
one of the best meals I’ve eaten all year. 

Not to be mistaken with Vence is St. Paul 
de Vence, an even smaller town and equally 
rustic. Little boutiques selling herbs, soaps, 
greeting cards, scarves, and musical instru-
ments, and various cafes – even one fash-
ioned after an American diner – fill the 
swerving cobblestone streets. Outside of 
Paris, this is the place that stole my heart 
– and that of The Rolling Stones’ Ronnie 
Wood, who owns a house here. For accom-
modations, there’s nothing better than Le 
Mas de Pierre (www.lemasdepierre.com), 
an immaculate property 20 minutes from the 
Nice airport and surrounded by lush, rolling 
hills, remote estates, and small vineyards. 
Its seclusion and first-class amenities make 
it a haven for the fabulous and wealthy, like 
French actor Vincent Cassel and wife Mon-
ica Bellucci, and Grammy-nominated artist 
Mika. If you had to pick a place to spend all 
that money in your jar, Le Mas de Pierre is it 
– the gardens and pool area are gorgeously 
manicured and peaceful, the spa is said to be 
top-notch, and the lounge and restaurant are 
both superb.




